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Saddam standards); and went out into the
Red Zone of Baghdad to do their jobs each
and every day.

———

LANCE CORPORAL RYAN ADAM
MILLER—TEXAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, to be a po-
lice officer or a member of the United
States military is a gift, a sacrifice;
and it is an honor. The uniform they
wear is a commitment to protecting so-
ciety, guarding the weak, giving back
to the community, and fighting the
forces of evil. Every day, they risk
their lives, and tonight I want to talk
about one of these of the rare breed.

Ryan Adam Miller from Pearland,
Texas, and 19 years of age, was a third
generation marine. His grandfather
was a marine in the great World War
II. His father Frank was a marine in
Vietnam. Ryan was so committed to a
future defending others, he graduated
from high school early just so he could
enlist into the United States Marine
Corps and follow in the footsteps of
Dad and Granddad, those who came be-
fore him.

While Ryan loved the Corps, his
dream didn’t end with service to his
country. He has another wish, another
sacrifice he wanted to make. He want-
ed to finish his military career in the
Marine Corps and join another force,
the very same police force both his
mother and father gave decades of
their lives to.

Both Ryan’s parents served for years
in the Houston Police Department. I
know both of them because of my expe-
rience as a prosecutor and as a judge.
At the last Houston Police Department
cadet graduation this summer, I spoke
to Ryan’s mother Jeannie, who told me
her son was coming back to Houston
after he finished his tour of duty in
Iraq to be a Houston police officer.
This dream was almost a reality. Ryan
even had planned to wear his mother’s
badge once he returned home for good.

With two parents who were dedicated
law officers, Ryan knew the tough, rug-
ged life that lay ahead. He also knew
the joys that came with the job. Both
his parents instilled in Ryan commu-
nity pride, dedication, and passion to
serve others. Ryan Adam Miller’s
goals, commitment, and faith are proof
of that.

His mother recalls speaking to him
last week when he talked of the fear
that battle brings. He told her that he
was praying, and God took away the
fear of battle. One of Ryan’s last acts
was to give that peace to his parents,
leaving them with the comfort that
God would take care of him.

Sadly, he was just days away from
returning home when, on September 14,
this young marine 5 days ago was
killed on patrol by an IED during com-
bat operations against enemy forces in
Al Anbar Province, Iraq.
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A loss not only for his family and our
country, but our community back
home in Texas. In these dark days of
mourning, many people are no doubt
trying to muster an encouraging word
to comfort his parents. But it is their
fellow police officers who have the
most powerful and comforting thing to
say. They say to him, they say to his
parents, these officers in blue, ‘‘He
would have made a fine police officer.”

Ryan Miller was a fine marine. He
was a fine human being, and today as a
Member of the United States House of
Representatives, I send my best to the
Miller family and give them America’s
support as they fight their own battle
over his death.

His death was not a loss, because he
gave his life over there for all of us
over here. Today we honor Ryan, we
honor the parents of this marine and
their sacrifices. I also pause today to
remember the marines who served with
Ryan, and all those who volunteered to
defend and protect this great country.
They are the fabric of this great Na-
tion.

While the blood of their fellow com-
rades is the red color in the stripes of
0Old Glory, these few, these proud, these
marines, keep us free to see the stars,
stars of liberty, freedom and justice. So
Semper Fi, Lance Corporal Ryan Adam
Miller, Semper Fi, and God bless these
sons of America.

And that’s just the way it is.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

MORE TROUBLE FOR AMERICA’S
WORKING FAMILIES

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Ohio
is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, the
latest trade report out of Washington
spells more trouble for working fami-
lies; most immediately for Ohio, Michi-
gan and Indiana, and our Nation’s
heartland, but, in fact, for our entire
Nation.

The U.S. Department of Commerce
reported this week that America’s
trade deficit in the second quarter of
this year hit its second highest level in
history, rising 2.4 percent to $218.4 bil-
lion more imports into our Nation than
exports out. That is just in one quar-
ter.

We are well on our way to another
record trade deficit likely to exceed
$800 billion. At this rate, the United
States might well post its first trillion-
dollar trade deficit this year.
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That level of trade deficit throttles
real growth in our country and con-
tinues the unfortunate path of selling
out America. We are not winning the
global trade war, we are losing it
badly. President Bush’s trade policy is
no more successful than his foreign
policy. Since President Bush took of-
fice, we have lost 3 million more good
jobs. America’s trade deficit in motor
vehicles alone has climbed by approxi-
mately 20 percent, and the recent an-
nouncement by Ford Motor Company
of production cutbacks and plant clos-
ings will only exacerbate the situation.

Still, the administration clings to
the same failed policies. The President
will not even meet with the executives
of the Big Three. I never thought I
would see a day that the President of
the United States refused to meet with
the leaders of America’s automakers.
No industrial nation can afford to cash
out its domestic automotive industry.
One of five jobs here in our country are
directly tied to it. But it is true. Ap-
parently that is what this President
thinks of the industry that has been
the backbone of our economy.

Back in 1975, New York City was in
dire fiscal straits, and Gerald Ford re-
fused to help. The New York Daily
News ran a famous headline: ‘‘Ford to
City: Drop Dead.” Maybe it is just a
matter of time before we see a similar
headline about George W. Bush and his
lack of concern about the U.S. auto-
motive industry.

The same Commerce Department re-
port showed other statistics which
showed the deterioration in our Na-
tion’s financial picture. Foreign-owned
assets in the United States increased
by $366 billion more during the second
quarter. U.S. liabilities to foreigners
reported to U.S. banks increased by
$84.2 billion more in the second quarter
following an increase of $148.9 billion in
the first quarter.

Who owns the assets of our Nation?
Increasingly, foreign interests own our
assets, and we owe them money. No
wonder people think our country is
headed in the wrong direction. It is.

Increasingly, Americans don’t own
America. Transactions in U.S. Treas-
ury securities shifted to net foreign
purchases of $10.1 billion in the second
quarter, almost double the rate in the
first quarter. I don’t like the fact that
foreign interests are buying our coun-
try. Indeed, I detest what is happening
as un-American and unpatriotic. But
foreign official assets in the United
States increased $74.9 billion in the sec-
ond quarter following an increase of
$75.7 Dbillion in the first quarter. It
came as no surprise as a result that our
dollar depreciated an additional 3 per-
cent.

What the trade deficit means in real-
life terms is that money, usually U.S.
currency, is leaving American hands
and ending up in the hands of foreign
competitors, from the United States to
Saudi Arabia and other major oil pro-
ducers; from the United States to
China, now the second largest holder of
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